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She Dego^ajhoi^ and Fu^nishe^. 



[August, 1885. 



besides Persian embroidery on a black ground, and 
various ornamental tables, cushions, etc., with 
here and there a fragment of old lace. Over the 
mantelpiece is an ebonized mirror and shelves, 
telling, as may be supposed, well against the soft 
yellow wall. Turquoise blue slim-necked sprinklers 
from Kishin, a vase of deep red Japanese ware of 
the color known as dragon's- blood, and sundry 
pieces of yellow, form relieving points of color 
against the black. 

The general scheme of the room is deep 
crimson Venetian red, about one-third ; pale 
yellow, two-thirds ; varied in the smaller room by 
red, same quantity, and turquoise blue on cream. 
The final complement is peacock blue. 

I do- not think that the colors are oppressive, 
either in the brilliancy of the yellow or the force 
of the red. It may be that the variety to be put 
- in other parts of the house will atone for any 
possible defects or excesses. The soft green and 
oak > of the billiard room and the paneled oak 
.dining-room would be a set-off in color, while the 
charm Of "pink walls with frieze of flying swallows 
framed in by gray-green woodwork, to be found 
in a suite of bedrooms, is certainly in a lighter 
and more airy manner. 

No single room will be likely to suit every one 
if taken by itself ; it must be viewed in conjunc- 
tion with other rooms of which it forms a part. 

As 5 an illustration of the use of what are 
generally known as primary colors this sketch may 
serve' to point a lesson, though of. course the term 
" primary " iff here only comparative—none of the 
colors used being pure. This would be impossible 
in any bulk, except for a savage or a middle-class 
American thirty years ago. 




PERUVIAN HOU8B. 



A ROOF GARDEN. 



" Within the walls was raised a lofty mound. 
Where flowers and aromatic shrubs adorned 
The pensile garden. 1 ' 



yJ^HB inhabitants of the warm climates natur- 
^-J ally sought the most effective means of 
avoiding the terrible heat of their sun. Drinking 
warm liquors seemed to the inhabitants of Peru 
to be the surest means of cooling the person, inas- 
much as it raised the temperature of the body 
above that of the atmosphere, while the Greeks, 
on the other hand, were more disposed to indulge 
in the temporary release from uncomfortable 
warmth by mixing their liquors, with snow from 
the mountains: But the intolerable heat of the 
day, especially of the afternoons, could not be dis- 
sipated by such means as these, and the protection 
of heavily built walls or massive stone roofs were 
often powerless to throw off the enervating effects 
of the brilliant noon. 

The roofs of Assyrian dwellings were protected 
by awnings suspended above and over them, and 
slaves were continually sprinkling them with 
water, which, rapidly evaporating, produced an 
agreeable coolness beneath. In northern Syria the 
roofs were terraced, while in Media heavy sods 
were placed upon them with the additional pro- 
tection of the awning, and the Peruvians relied 
entirely upon a thick layer of hard packed earth. 
From these efforts, made solely for pereonal 
comfort, came the disposition to add that which 
would appeal to personal pleasure in the gratifica- 



tion of the senses, and the earth and sod, lacking 
all beauty or attraction in themselves, and having 
been used merely as a means to un end with- 
out any reference to other qualities, gradually 
became the objects of cultivation ; flowers and 
shrubs were planted, fountains were made, even 
trees were often set out, and from being the most 
useless part of the dwelling, the roof soon became 
a favorite resting place where everything conduced 
to the comfort of those who sought it, and where 
the breezes, if there chanced to be breezes, might 
be caught. 

This cultivation of the roof gradually extended 
to the more refined of the nations of antiquity, 
and the Ionians, the Etruscans, all excepting the 
Greeks and Romans, encouraged the idea and 
practiced and perfected it until it culminated in 
the Hanging Garden of Babylon, one of the 
most wonderful and interesting works of the 
ancients. 

These gardens were evidently not things of a 
sudden growth, for Layard tells of half destroyed 
slabs that hfrdiscovered in the ruins of Babylon, 
bearing among other curious representations "a 
hanging garden supported upon columns whose 
capitals were not unlike those of the Coriuthian 
order." "'■')'' 

The well known gardens, with the history of 
which we are all so - well acquainted, how .King 
Nebassar caused them to be erected that the 
natural barrenness of the country might not be so 
apparent to his queen Amytis, who sighed for the 
richness of her Median home, were said to be four 
hundred feet in -extent upon either side and were 
carried up in terraces until their total height 
equaled that Of the city walls. Enormous arches 
were raised one above the other, bearing the 
different terraces going to make up the gardens ; 
these terraces were reached by stairs ten feet 
wide. 

"On the top of the arches were first iaid large 
flat stones sixteen feet long and four broad; over 
these was a layer of weeds mixed and cemented 
with a large quantity of bitumen, on which were 
two rows of bricks closely cemented together with 
the same material. The whole was covered with 
thick sheets of lead, on which lay the mold of the 
garden. And all this floorage was so contrived as 
to keep the moisture of the mold from running 
away through the arches. The earth laid thereon 
was so deep that large trees might take root in 
it." And large trees, together with plants of all 
kinds, were set Out. There were the larch, the 
aspen, the cypress, cedar, mimosa, chestnut, poplar, 
birch, the acacia and the lilac, all growing in such 
profusion as to appear to be an undivided mass of 
the most luxuriant vegetation. 

It is singular, in view of these excellent ex- 
amples coming to us from such antiquity and with 
the recommendation of the satisfaction possible 
amid such surroundings, that roof gardens have 
never been popular in this country. The fault, no 
doubt, lies in the fact that heretofore they have 
not been attempted in a proper manner nor on a 
proper scale. 

One or two of our hotels adopted the idea in 
a limited way, the Palmer House, Chicago, pos- 
sibly the most noticeable instance ; though simply 
as ah adjunct to a place of amusement, the first 
instance, to our knowledge, that has proven 
successful is in connection with the Casino, this 
city. 

When Mr. Aronson built the old Casino, or 
Cosmopolitan, as it is now called, he had an idea 
about a roof promenade, which was not fully 
developed to the extent of a garden, but when the 
new building was erected his plans were more 
matured and he constructed a beautiful spot that 
combines flowers, music and cooling breezes to 
make it attractive. 




The roof of the Casino (of which we give an 
illustration on opposite page) is laid out with paths 
and ilower beds, rustic benches and tables. At 
one end a sunken stage accommodates the orches- 
tra, whose music can be heard while the players 
are concealed from view ; at the opposite end rises 
a Byzantine tower surmounted with a harp in all 
the brilliancy of gas lights, while a spacious 
balcony gives room for those who wish to look 
down upon the vivacious scene beneath them. 

Aside from the enjoyment to be had from the 
presence of such surroundings, the view from the 
roof is an extended one, taking the city in toward 
every point, overlooking the high buildings in the 
immediate vicinity and catching a glimpse of the 
distant Bay. A more enchanting prospect could 
hardly be found. 

The roof has a high battlement about it, 
doing away entirely with any element of danger, 
and is lighted by a great profusion of gas jets 
artistically arranged and protected by globes of 
colored glass. The capacity, is large and a crowd 
of considerable proportions finds space to' comfort- 
ably move about and partake of the many 
pleasures of this novel resort. Its capacity for 
decoration is marked, for the decorative effects in 
its construction are many, and- never was it more 
agreeably and appropriately displayed than in the 
recent entertainment given the French officers 
who brought the Bartholdi statue of Liberty to 
the country. 

Our illustration gives generally a view of the 
roof and the noticeable features about it. At the 
upper left corner is shown the picturesque wall 
that extends along the Thirty-eighth Street side, 
and to the right of that is shown the covered and 
inclosed pavilion near the music, and beneath 
this is illustrated the corner containing the tower, 
surmounted by the harp of gas lights, to which 
reference has been already made. The remaining 
view is of the orchestra stand, situated at one end 
of the roof, and gives an excellent idea of the 
decoration of that most essential adjunct to the 
entertainment. The blazing sun is well portrayed, 
although the brilliancy, in its profusion of gold 
must, in this instance, be imagined. 



A NEW IMPROVED WALL PAPER. 



7T7E have received samples of a new improved 
^-J-J wall and ceiling paper which is destined 
to supersede the better grades of water-color 
papers now in use. These improved wall papers 
have the advantage (without costing any more 
than the ordinary papers) in that they can be 
freely washed with soap and water when: soiled, 
are not affected by changes in temperature, and in 
a sanitary way supply a want long felt. 

They even stand the test of washing off ink 
stains without leaving a mark. The most delicate 
tints and also the most elaborate ornamentation 
are introduced in these papers the same as in the 
ordinary water colors. They can be kept by 
dealers for any length of time without change as 
well as all other papers. This improvement in 
wall papers is patented and it is intended by the 
inventor to manufacture them on a large scale. 



In fitting up a country house a hunting-room 
now is considered quite necessary* The table and 
chairs of leather are mounted on tusks, and horns. 
Skins are used often instead of leather. Armor 
decorates- the walls, a rack for guns and hunting 
implements are placed on one side. Pictures de- 
scriptive of the, chase, are also hung between. A 
comfortable lounge is a useful adjunct for the 
weary huntsman to repose on while waiting for 
others to join the chase that now-a-days has 
become the leading amusement of a gentleman of 
leisure. 



The happy union of a classical spirit with an 
idealized conception is the great requirement for 
true artistic production and must be based on a 
mastery of principles, laws and exemplars. In 
order to accomplish this the designer and artisan 
must live, as it were, in his subject, he must 
study it under every aspect, and with especial 
reference to the mechanical features of his art. 



A VAST amount of old jewelry settings, such 
as can be relied on for purity, is used up by the 
gold beaters, their chief purveyors being pawn- 
brokers. After being melted in a crucible, it is 
rolled, then cut to a standard size, after which 
beating is in order. 



ASSYRIAN HOUSE. 



We are advised that the Prince of Wales has 
written a leather house in this city to forward -to 
him samples of their work. Whether the Prince is 
any judge of leather we are unable to say. 



